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Founded in 2002 by Chris P. Tomaras, the PanHellenic Scholarship Foundation 

is a 501 (c)(3) not-for-profit organization.

Our Mission is to promote education by providing scholarships and programs to 

Greek American students who, guided by the values of their Hellenic upbring-

ing, have the potential to become life-long significant achievers and contribute 

meaningfully to society.

Our Vision is to build a better America through Education and Hellenism.

Dedicated to promoting education and leadership, the Foundation recognizes 

and honors exceptional undergraduate students of Hellenic descent, support-

ing their efforts with significant monetary awards based on academic merit and 

financial need. 

As of June 13, 2020, the PanHellenic Scholarship Foundation has awarded 

$3,500,000+ in scholarships to 550+ Greek American undergraduate students. 

These exceptional merit and needs-based students come from 40+ states and 

hail from 200+ colleges and universities.
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His business acumen led him to establish 

several successful ventures. The choices 

he made along the way cumulated 

into the founding of Kronos Foods, the 

largest Greek food product manufac-

turer in the United States. Although his 

accomplishments were many and he 

achieved prosperity, he never forgot the 

importance of a higher education. It was 

his passion for education and his spirit of 

philanthropy that led him to create the 

PanHellenic Scholarship Foundation.

His vision for a scholarship organiza-

tion that would not only provide much 

needed support for deserving un-

dergraduates, but also build a better 

America through education and Helle-

nism, has grown into a national endow-

ment awarding $250,000 in scholarship 

funds each year. Over 550 college stu-

dents have received more than $3.5 

million dollars in scholarships.

To Chris Tomaras each scholarship recip-

ient was his progeny, that he nurtured 

and loved. Although he passed away in 

2015, his legacy continues. The chances 

he took, the choices he made live on in 

the Foundation’s mission and in the lives 

of every scholarship recipient. 

We honor his memory, celebrate his rich 

legacy, and through passion and gener-

osity we sustain his most treasured ac-

complishment – the PanHellenic Schol-

arship Foundation.

Chris P. Tomaras 
(1937-2015)U

 

Beyond Destiny – 
The Life of Chris P. Tomaras

Destiny, for some is a matter of choice, 

for others a matter of chance. For Chris 

P. Tomaras, successful entrepreneur, 

philanthropist and Founder of the Pan-

Hellenic Scholarship Foundation, his 

destiny was a combination of both 

chance and choice. 

Born and raised in Piraeus, Greece during 

a time of war, poverty, and few prospects 

for success, he took a chance and em-

igrated to the United States in 1957 to 

pursue his dream of a college education. 

Armed with his beliefs in the Hellenic 

values of honor, duty, and loyalty, to-

gether with the virtues of wisdom and 

courage, he persevered and faced many 

challenges. Although his college spon-

sorship ended after just two years, he 

did not retreat back to Greece, but took 

another chance and stayed in the United 

States.

 Our  
FOUNDER
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 The  
CHAIRMAN’S
MESSAGE

Robert A. Buhler

Welcome to the 2020 Virtual Awards Gala!

Despite these difficult times, I am pleased to report that 
the PanHellenic Board of Directors unanimously voted 
to move forward with awarding $250,000 in scholar
ships, as well as properly honoring our 2020 Scholars 
with a virtual PanHellenic Weekend.

By not having a traditional Gala, we were uncertain of 
how much of a financial burden the PanHellenic would incur. 
Additionally, we really didn’t know (as most everyone didn’t know) what a “Virtual” 
event would entail.

However, uncertainty never stopped Chris P. Tomaras (our Founder) and it was not 
going to stop our Board. Remarkably, our donors, and specifically our Scholarship 
Society 200, 100, and 50 members, unwaveringly contributed to our virtual weekend, 
very generously. Thank you; we are blessed.

I’d also like to highlight the PanHellenic’s continued efforts to provide our scholars 
value well “Beyond a Scholarship” – by continuing to develop our 3 key areas of focus:

1) Mentoring - We conducted our 4th Annual Mentorship Luncheon today, (co-host-
ed by The Hellenic Initiative), only virtually. Over 125 young Hellenes from the 
PanHellenic, THI and NHS were coached by a world-class group of 16 Mentors. Thank 
you to everyone involved.

2) Alumni Development - The PanHellenic Alumni last night hosted a virtual network
ing “mixer” for our new class of 2020 Scholars. Each of our new 40 Scholars spent time 
telling everyone about themselves. They were warmly welcomed by all PanHellenic 
constituents. This was just the beginning of each new Scholar’s PanHellenic network-
ing connection…a value for life.

3) Internships - Besides networking with Alumni and strong Mentors, we deeply 
believe our Scholars need great jobs, once out of school. Good internships help lead to 
good job offers. As such, last year we began our Internship Initiative, and had 15+ com
panies supporting our efforts with 1-3 internships available at each company. Though 
some internships remain, and some are already signed up, several had to furlough this 
effort, for now, but we will be geared up again for next Spring.

Speaking of next Spring, let me now formally invite all 2020 Scholars to join our future 
2021 Scholars next year at our formal (in person) PanHellenic Weekend, taking place 
June 18-19, in Chicago, God willing.

Scholars, thank you also for being good sports and allowing us to “interview” you, and 
then surprise you with the news that you had won. We greatly look forward to meeting 
you in person next year.

I’d also like to recognize many who have worked on this program directly and have 
supported our efforts: an amazing Academic Committee, our Virtual Weekend 
Committee, consultants Tina Manikas, Lexi Chionis, Chris Greene and Fred Frederiksen, 
as well as PanHellenic Directors Peter Korbakes and Vivian Haritos, who were involved 
in every aspect of this event. Of course, a special thanks to all our Board of Directors 
and Advisory Board members, who not only smartly guide us, but who are also our 
global ambassadors, always passionately representing the PanHellenic.

Lastly, a thank you to all tuning in who may be new to the PanHellenic. We are honored 
that you joined us and would be delighted to tell you more about our organization. We 
hope to see you next year.
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 The  
MASTER OF 
CEREMONIES

Lou Cannelis, Master of Ceremonies

Lou Canellis shares his enthusiasm about sports with Chicagoans every night on FOX 32 
News at 5pm & 9pm. Lou also is the main anchor of Fox’s 30 minutes sports show, The 
Final Word every Sunday night. He has followed local teams his entire life and has an 
extensive sports background.

During the Chicago Bears season, Lou is seen all day Sundays on Fox 32 Chicago. He 
hosts Fox Kickoff Sunday with former Chicago Bears quarterback, Jim Miller at 10am 
followed by Bears Game Day Live with former Chicago Bear Tom Thayer & the voice of 
the Bears, Jeff Joniak at 10:30am. Lou also hosts Bears Post Game Live following every 
game on Fox 32 Chicago and Channel 50 plus the Final Word & Bears Game Night Live 
on Fox 32 Chicago. 

Canellis has been going to Bears games since he was four-years-old, and has been a 
season ticket holder since he was six years old. Sweet Lou's expertise on the Bears can 
also be heard on various radio stations such as WGN, The Score & WLS Radio throughout 
the city on a daily basis. 

Canellis first became popular in his hometown as a member of the Chicago Bulls broad-
casts on TV and radio. He handled pregame and postgame duties along with being a 
sideline reporter and was well-known for his post-game chats with Michael Jordan.

Lou also spent 10 years as a reporter/host on the wildly popular Entertainment, Lifestyle 
Show 190 North on ABC 7 in Chicago.  In addition, during the course of his career he 
worked 17 years for ESPN as a college basketball play by play announcer & ESPN Radio 
talk show host. 

A Loyola University graduate, Canellis considers himself a "South Sider," having been 
born and raised in Oak Lawn. Lou and his wife Monica recently welcomed their baby girl 
Gia into the world, along with their dog Chachi.

The first time Lou emcee’d a PanHellenic Gala event back in 2010, he only had 3 Emmys 
– but he is now a 6-time Emmy winner. Let’s invite him back in another 10 years and see 
where he’s at.

Please join us in welcoming our virtual host – Lou Canellis!

| Special thanks to Avli Restaurant for on-location filming, 
along with our gracious host, Lou Canellis.

ACADEMIC COMMITTEE



| 1514 |

 

Kiki Vale
Kiki Vale is a broadcast personality, founder of Kefi L!fe and 

PanHellenic Scholarship Foundation Advisory Board member.

 

John G. Manos
John G. Manos  is a successful entrepreneur, Treasurer & Board 

member of the Foundation and an Archon Regional Commander. 

 

Yanni A. Valsamas
Yanni A. Valsamas is the Chief Operating Officer of Autoagent Data Solutions, former 

Executive Director and current Board Member of the PanHellenic Scholarship Foundation.

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TALENT!

 2020  
VIRTUAL GALA 
VOICE OVER 
ANNOUNCERS
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 The  
ENTERTAINMENT 

Mylos Entertainment
Featuring DJ Sava & Olympia

 

Mylos, New York’s premiere Greek American entertainment company was founded by 
Dj Sava and his wife, lead singer Olympia.

Their Greek band will be performing their own unique rendition specially created for 
our Virtual Awards Gala, of a very popular Greek song, Dynata, led by musical director 
Spiro Cardamis. 

The particular song was selected for the strong message of resilience, rebirth and hope 
it conveys:

“Δυνατά, δυνατά, γίναν όλα δυνατά τ'αδύνατα “ — “possible, possible, the 
impossible all became possible.“ 

In this unprecedented and historical moment in time we’d like to dedicate this song to 
all of humanity.   – Mylos Entertainment

 

Ara Dinkjian - Composer

Lina Nikolakopoulou - Lyricist

Savas Milonas - Artistic/Concept Director

Spiro Cardamis - Musical Director

Olympia - Vocalist

Panos Chrysovergis - Piano

Costas Baltazanis - Acoustic & Electric Guitar

Richard Khuzami – Daouli
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 The  
ACADEMIC 

COMMITTEE 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU
The Foundation extends a special thank 
you to the members of the Academic 
Committee. Each year, Committee 
members review hundreds of scholarship 
applications, taking months to review 
each and every application carefully, fairly, 
and with integrity. We are grateful to our 
Academic Committee members for their 
commitment to upholding the high aca-
demic standards of the Foundation and its 
Scholarship recipients.

Tassos Malliaris, PhD - Chairman
Walter F. Mullady Senior Professor 

Department of Economics
Quinlan School of Business
Loyola University Chicago

Lia Alexopoulos, MA
Lecturer in Art

Lake Forest College

Georgios Anagnostou, PhD*
Professor and Director of the Modern Greek Program

The Ohio State University

Thanasis Economou, PhD
Research Professor

Laboratory for Astrophysics and Space Research
The Enrico Fermi Institute

University of Chicago

Sharon Gerstel, PhD*
George P. Kolovos Family Centennial Term Chair in Hellenic Studies 

Professor of Byzantine Art & Archaeology
Director of the UCLA Stavros Niarchos Foundation Center for the Study of Hellenic Culture

University of California, Los Angeles

Anastasia Giannakidou, PhD
Professor of Linguistics

Director of the Center for Hellenic Studies
Co-Director of the Center for Gesture, Sign, and Language 

University of Chicago

Georgia Sfondouris Mitchell, MFA
Music Educator & Music Director

Founder & Director of the Hellenic Choral Society
The Georgia Sfondouris Mitchell Endowment for Music & Arts Scholarships, 

Given by George & Angela Paterakis

Gregory Prastacos, PhD
Dean of the School of Business 

Professor of Management Science
Stevens Institute of Technology

Anita Skarpathiotis, M.Arch, MA
Senior Lecturer of Modern Greek

Department of Classics & Mediterranean Studies
College of Liberal Arts & Sciences

University of Illinois at Chicago

George Alexopoulos, DA (1933-2017)U
Academic Committee Chairman (2002-2015) & Chairman Emeritus

* Indicates new Academic Committee Member as of 2020
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Congratulations
To the 2020 PanHellenic 

Scholarship Award recipients 

for being distinguished as 

this year’s most exceptional 

scholars. 

ΚΑΙ ΕΙΣ ΑΝΏΤΕΡΑ

| 2020 PANHELLENIC AWARD RECIPIENTS | 
In Alphabetical Order

Angelica Alexopoulos 
Biology, Oakland University
Angelica graduated from the Utica Academy for International 
Studies in 2018. She currently is a junior at Oakland University in 
Rochester Hills, Michigan. She is a 4.0 student studying biology on 
the pre-medical track. She is an honors college student, anatomy 
teaching assistant and vice president of the pre-medical society. 
Her special interests include figure skating and coaching younger 
skaters. She aspires to go to medical school to pursue her dream of 
becoming a physician.

Constantine Athanitis 
Materials Science and Engineering, Stanford University
Constantine is a rising senior at Stanford University majoring in 
Materials Science and Engineering. Additionally, he plans to receive 
a Master’s degree in Computer Science. He has done research in 
hydrogen fuel and has a special interest in integrating artificial 
intelligence in the process of improving the efficiencies of fuel and 
solar cells. He is a board member of Stanford’s Tau Beta Pi chapter. 
Constantine is also very proud of his Greek heritage and loves tradi-
tional Greek dancing.

Floriana Boardman 
Political Science, Fordham University
Floriana Boardman is a Political Science major and Orthodox Chris-
tian Studies minor at Fordham University with a passion for foreign 
policy, journalism and religion. Floriana is the president of the Hel-
lenic Society and Co-President of Orthodox Christian Fellowship. She 
has interned for 60 Minutes at CBS News, Congressman Gus Bilirakis, 
and the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese United Nations Office. She also 
participated in the AHI Foreign Policy Trip in 2018 to Greece, Cyprus 
and Washington, D.C. Floriana’s ultimate goal is to become political 
correspondent on national news.

Marios Bourtzonis 
Economics Computer Science, Trinity College
Marios is a rising junior at Trinity College studying Economics and 
Computer Science while minoring in Models and Data. At Trinity, he is 
involved in the Investment Club where he will be the upcoming Presi-
dent, he was the secretary for the Venture Capital Organization, and 
is a member of Alpha Epsilon Pi. Marios’ passion for understanding 
finance and economics comes from a desire to better understand the 
Greek Financial Crisis and how to help Greece avoid future crises.
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Kyriakos Chatzis 
Biology/Pre-Med, Stevens Institute of Technology
Kyriakos Chatzis is a rising junior at Stevens Institute of Technology, 
where he is majoring in Biology with a minor in Entrepreneurship. 
Kyriakos is also the founder of a non-profit organization dedicated 
to providing for underprivileged individuals and families. On top of 
numerous research positions in Organic Chemistry and Biomedical 
Sciences, Kyriakos is an EMT at the Hoboken Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps. Upon graduation, he hopes to pursue a career in medicine by 
attending medical school and becoming a physician.

Nicholas Chatzitsakos 
Performance Jazz Composition, Berklee College of Music
Nikos Chatzitsakos is a bassist, arranger, and composer, born in 
Athens, Greece. He began his undergraduate career in 2016, after au-
ditioning for “Berklee College of Music.” Nikos resides in Boston, MA. 
He has performed with some of the most acclaimed jazz musicians 
such as Ralph Peterson, Frank Lacy and performed in some of the 
most prestigious venues such as Dizzy’s Club at Lincoln Center, the 
DC Jazz Festival, and Scullers.

George Dalianis 
Government, Harvard University
George is a rising sophomore at Harvard University studying gov-
ernment and economics. He is the Interviews Editor of the Harvard 
Political Review, a staff writer for the Harvard College Law Review, 
and a proud member of the Harvard College Hellenic Society. An 
accomplished pianist of 15 years, George was named a 2019 National 
Young Arts Foundation Winner in Classical Music and was featured on 
National Public Radio’s From the Top. After college, he hopes to pursue 
a career in law or government.

Katerina Dorian 
Political Science & Global Studies, University of Virginia
Katerina has just completed her sophomore year at the University of 
Virginia where she is majoring in Foreign Affairs and Global Studies: 
Security and Justice. She has consistently made the Dean’s List each 
semester and will receive Intermediate Honors. Among other things, 
her love of Greek culture has compelled her to participate in a com-
petitive dance troupe for nine years as well as become the Secretary 
of her university’s Hellenic Society.

Christo Fosse 
Philosophy, Politics and The Public Economics, Xavier University
Christo Fosse is a rising junior at Xavier University in Cincinnati, 
majoring in the Philosophy, Politics and The Public (PPP) Honors 
Program, as well as Economics. While at Xavier, he has earned Dean’s 
List Honors each semester, led service trips, and worked on several 
political campaigns. This year, he will collaborate with faculty to 
develop power and gender-based violence prevention education. 
Christo’s future plans include attending law school and eventually 
serving as a federal prosecutor.

Peter Georginis 
Business Administration, University of Michigan–Ann Arbor
Peter is a rising senior at the University of Michigan pursuing a Bach-
elor’s in Business Administration with minors in International Studies 
and Modern Greek Language and Culture. He has interned at JetBlue 
Airways and American Express and is applying to roles in Manage-
ment Consulting to bridge the cultural divide that corporations face 
during international expansion. Beyond the classroom, Peter loves to 
cook and run, running his fourth half marathon this October.

Vassi Gianitsos 
Computer Science, University of Texas at Austin
Vassi is a Computer Science major and minoring in Business at the 
University of Texas at Austin. She is a Presidential Scholar, a Univer-
sity Honors student, and the president of UT’s OCF chapter. Vassi 
volunteers for Austin’s SAFE Alliance, a shelter for victims of do-
mestic violence, and VITA, a tax preparation service for low-income 
clients. This summer she will intern as a software engineer intern for 
ExxonMobil. Vassi plans on pursuing a career in software develop-
ment and law.

Nicholas Ioannou 
Radio, Film, Television, Rowan University
Niko is a rising Sophomore at Rowan University majoring in Radio, 
TV, Film and minoring in Psychology and New Media. He has a 4.0 
GPA and is on The President’s Scholars of Excellence List. He moved 
to the United States in 2016 from Greece as a high school sopho-
more and graduated high school with honors. At Rowan, he is acting 
Promotions Manager on the Cinema Workshop E-board. He aspires 
to work in the Entertainment industry as a Film/Video Editor.

| 2020 PANHELLENIC AWARD RECIPIENTS | | 2020 PANHELLENIC AWARD RECIPIENTS | 
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Maria Kalogeromitros 
Biology, University of North Carolina at Charlotte
Maria is a senior at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, 
majoring in Biology with a minor in Chemistry. She is involved in 
chemistry research synthesizing silver complexes with potential an-
ticancer properties. Maria held a summer research internship at the 
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens. Upon graduation, 
she plans to fulfill her dream to pursue a career in medicine.

Ioanna Karageorge 
Environmental Analysis & Policy , Boston University
Ioanna is a rising senior at Boston University studying Environmental 
Analysis & Policy and minoring in Marine Science. She is a Dean’s List 
scholar, participates in BU’s environmental professional fraternity, is 
a member of the Hellenic Association, and a WTBU radio DJ. Ioanna 
aspires to pursue a career in sustainability consulting and working 
towards reducing global emissions and waste. In her free time, 
she enjoys playing guitar and working in her backyard vegetable 
garden.

Alexia Kovatsis 
Elementary Education Applied Psychology & Human 
Development, Boston College
Alexia is a rising senior at Boston College, majoring in Elementary 
Education and Applied Psychology & Human Development, with 
concentrations in special education and teaching English language 
learners. Her goals are to implement trauma-informed practices and 
improve educational opportunities for all students. She is a member 
of Alpha Sigma Nu honor society, first honors on the Dean’s List, an 
advocate for survivors, employee at the Carroll Center for the Blind, 
and a research fellow for the DREME network.

Dimitrios Kyridis 
Organismal Biology, Barton College
Dimitrios Kyridis  is a student-athlete in Barton College, majoring in 
Organismal Biology and playing volleyball. Dimitrios moved to the 
United States in 2017 to study and achieve his dream of higher edu-
cation. Since then, he has been excelling both in the classroom and 
outside, achieving the highest honors academically in his school, 
joining the President’s list multiple times, as well as winning the 
Conference Championship with his team in 2019.

Sophia Kyrou 
Political Science & Human Rights, Trinity College
Sophia Kyrou is a rising senior at Trinity College, double-majoring 
in Political Science and Human Rights.  A Faculty Honors student 
and an 1823 Scholar, Sophia was acknowledged by Trinity’s Dean of 
Student Success as an emerging leader, invited to serve on Trinity’s 
Scholars Advisory Board and selected for Trinity’s Catalyst Lead-
ership Program.  Sophia hopes to pursue a dual MBA-JD degree 
towards a career in social impact investing.  A tonsured Byzantine 
chanter, Sophia is fluent in Greek, Italian, and French.

Eleftheria Lambropoulos 
Engineering, Harvard University
Eleftheria, from Boston, Massachusetts, is a rising sophomore at Har-
vard University where she is studying engineering. In the future she 
plans on receiving a Masters degree in Mechanical Engineering and 
getting licensed as a professional Engineer. In her spare time she has 
enjoyed being active in the Greek community in Boston, mentoring 
students from her high school, conducting research at a Boston 
based tech company, and volunteering at the Joslin Diabetes Center.

Maria Lysandrou 
Neuroscience, University of Chicago
Maria Lysandrou is a rising senior at the University of Chicago 
majoring in Neuroscience and minoring in Near Eastern Languages 
and Civilizations. She is President of UChicago’s Hellenic Student 
Association, Recruitment Director for the National Hellenic Student 
Association, a Coca-Cola Scholar, and was a summer research scholar 
in Computational Biology at the Broad Institute of MIT, Harvard and at 
Weill Cornell Medical School. She plans to pursue a career in medicine 
and research.

Matthew Macrides 
Honors Accounting & Information Systems,
The Ohio State University
Matthew Macrides is a rising junior at The Ohio State University. He 
is majoring in (Honors) Accounting and Information Systems with 
a minor in Economics. Matthew is currently involved as recruit-
ment chair of Sigma Epsilon Phi, a Greek Orthodox organization on 
campus and as a financial coach for Scarlet and Gray Financial. He is 
looking forward to starting his career as a public accountant where 
he will use his technological background to help make a better 
working world.
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Joanna Maniadaki 
Clinical Diagnostic Sciences, Oakland University
Joanna Maniadaki is a rising sophomore at Oakland University 
studying Clinical Diagnostic Sciences. Joanna is an AP Scholar with 
Distinction and entered university with 32 AP credits. At Oakland 
she was inducted into the Honors College, she is a member of the 
Hellenic Student Association, the Pre-Medical society, Emerging 
Leaders, and many other organizations. Next semester, she will 
begin researching why autistic children are more prone to seizures. 
Joanna is involved in her local Greek community, teaching Greek 
School and volunteering with her local Philoptochos and Daughters 
of Penelope.

Panagiota Megagiannis 
Biology- Pre Med, Long Island University-Post
Panagiota is a senior at Long Island University–Post, NY. She is ma-
joring in Biology–pre-med and wants to pursue a career in research 
and medicine. She has interned for the NASA/CaSGC microcomputer 
and robotics internship. She was awarded the University’s Presiden-
tial Honors Scholarship and is on Dean’s List. Panagiota was also 
awarded membership in the ΒΒΒ biology honors society. Her favorite 
interests are track and field, rugby, Greek dancing, and playing the 
piano.

Alexandra Nichols 
Piano Performance, Violin Performance, and Music, 
Rhode Island College
Alexandra Nichols is currently pursuing the Bachelor of Music 
degree at Rhode Island College, double-majoring in piano and violin 
performance and pursuing a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music with a 
concentration in Music History. At RIC, she is a member of the Sym-
phony Orchestra, Chamber Orchestra, and Early Music Ensemble, 
amongst other performing groups. An avid solo performer around 
Rhode Island, Alexandra has been invited to perform in numerous 
masterclasses as well.

Irene Pantekidis 
Biology Child Studies & Human Development, Tufts University
Irene is a rising second year student at Tufts University who is 
majoring in both Biology and Child Studies & Human Development. 
She is on the pre-medical track and has leadership roles in medical 
organizations that make a difference in the community through 
public health projects. She is active in the Greek community as a 
Greek school teacher at St. Nicholas Church. She is on the Dean’s List 
at Tufts University and an AP Scholar with Distinction.

Katerina Papanikolopoulos 
Art History, University of California: Los Angeles  
Katerina Papanikolopoulos is a junior at UCLA studying Art History. 
Using modes of performance and a documentary ethic of photog-
raphy and film, she examines the role of subconscious inherited 
memory and the effect it bears on identity. Her research in the 
Benaki Museum solidified her philosophy by exposing the role of 
Bridal Costumes from Attica as transcultural vessels of sociopolitical 
change. This summer she will advance her curatorial studies and 
collaborations with Greek and Cypriot designers through Copenha-
gen-based Adorno Studios.

Mauretta Patitsas 
Marketing, The Ohio State University
Mauretta attends The Ohio State University in pursuit of a Marketing 
major with minors in both Photography and Modern Greek Lan-
guage. This past year Mauretta was selected to be on the executive 
committee of OCF College Conference, an executive board member 
of Sigma Epsilon Phi, and a recipient of the Dean’s Award. Mauretta 
first and foremost considers herself a Greek businesswoman. She 
dreams to own her own makeup or fashion business.

Evangelia Pelidis 
Biology, Seton Hall University
Evangelia studies Biology (B.S.) at Seton Hall University pursuing a 
career in dentistry.  She is a member of the Biology Society, Hel-
lenic Student Organization, Delta Phi Epsilon and Secretary of the 
Karpathian Youth Organization. Evangelia has a passion for dentistry, 
volunteering and interning at multiple practices both here and in 
Greece. She enjoys volunteering at the Special Olympics of NJ and 
the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. In the future, Evangelia hopes to give 
a TED Talk within her healthcare specialty.

Timothy Proctor 
English & Philosophy, Drew University
A senior at Drew University, Tim Proctor is pursuing a B.A. in Philoso-
phy and English. He plans to pursue a career in Library and Infor-
mation Science, and plays an active role in the university’s Civic En-
gagement program. Tim’s studies have included a semester abroad 
in London with on-site research and the study of British literature, 
government, and architecture.
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Ilia Qato 
Astronomy & Physics, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Ilia is a freshman at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
double majoring in Physics and Astronomy while also minoring 
in Spanish. Her dream is to pursue a PhD in astrophysics. At UIUC, 
she is involved in the Astronomical Society and the United Nations 
Children’s Fund. She has a passion for Greece and its ideals of philox-
enia. The past three summers she has volunteered at Caritas Athens 
helping its mission of providing daily nourishment and housing to 
hundreds of refugees.

Christoforos Panagiotis Sassaris 
English Literature, West Chester University
Christoforos Panagiotis Sassaris is a recent graduate of West Chester 
University of Pennsylvania, where he pursued a BA in English Litera-
ture with a minor in Computer Science. His research interests include 
the reception of Hellenism in anglophone literature, the history of 
the book, and English Renaissance drama. Starting in fall 2020, Chris-
toforos will pursue an MA in English at Villanova University, where he 
will also take courses on ancient Hellenic history and literature.

Jason Souvaliotis 
Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering, Johns Hopkins University
Jason is a rising senior studying Chemical and Biomolecular Engi-
neering at Johns Hopkins University from Houston, Texas. At Johns 
Hopkins Jason has done research at the Laboratory for Biomem-
branes and Transport of Drug Delivery Systems. Born to Greek im-
migrants, the Hellenic community has remained constant in his life 
as he’s moved around the country. Jason is passionate about using 
his skills to help others, whether that’s through his award-winning 
research in medicine, service in the Senate, or activism in Baltimore.

Giorgos Stylianou 
Economics, Philosophy, Mathematics,
Indiana University - Bloomington
George is a rising sophomore at Indiana University Bloomington 
majoring in mathematics, philosophy, and economics. He plans to 
become an economist and a writer. He is a National Merit Finalist, 
National AP Scholar, and AP Capstone diploma recipient. He has also 
interned at the Hellenic American Leadership Council. At Indiana 
University, he participates in Hellenic Students Association and 
Philosophy Club. In his free time, he enjoys playing guitar, cooking, 
and reading fiction.

Yiorgos Takoudis 
Finance Management, University of Miami
Yiorgos Takoudis is a  junior at the University of Miami majoring in 
Finance and Management, and minoring in Business Technology. His 
dream is to combine the technical skills, global mindset, and people 
skills with what he is learning to make a positive impact on others. At 
the University of Miami, Yiorgos is involved with Students Together 
Ending Poverty, the Real Estate and Finance Association, and much 
more. Yiorgos has also been very involved in the local Greek commu-
nity in Chicago and Miami.

Ekaterini Tsampas 
Mathematics Teacher Education, Adelphi University
Ekaterini Tsampas is a sophomore at Adelphi University pursuing a 
career in Mathematics. She was accepted into the accelerated STEP 
Program, promoting education for younger students. She was a member 
of the National Honors Society, student council president, and earned 
scholarships in Mathematics, and Modern Greek. Furthermore, she’s part 
of the Dean’s List, Association for Women in Mathematics, Gamma Beta 
Phi Honor’s Society, and the NSCS. These achievements are stepping 
stones for her dream to inspire and educate future generations.

Demetrios Tsitsios 
Biomedical Engineering, Drexel University
Demetrios is a rising Sophomore at Drexel University studying 
Biomedical Engineering for Bachelor and Master degrees. He is also 
in the Pennoni Honors College where he enjoys interdisciplinary 
coursework. He is an AP Scholar with Distinction, on the Dean’s List, 
recipient of the Drexel Founder’s Scholarship, and an Ambassador 
of the Greek Orthodox Faith. Demetrios is a dedicated community 
member and involved with multiple Hellenic organizations. He is 
also an accomplished diver and diving coach.

John Tsortos 
Chemical Engineering, University of California Berkeley
John will be a senior at UC Berkeley’s renowned College of Chemis-
try, majoring in Chemical Engineering and minoring in Data Science. 
On campus, he researches the intersection of both fields, serves as 
a teaching assistant in his classes, works as an academic tutor, and 
instructs Greek Dancing. He hopes to leverage his technical abilities 
to pioneer environmentally sustainable technologies. He anticipates 
his first joint research publication this summer. Up next is graduate 
school where he can continue researching and teaching.
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Alexa Vaghenas 
Psychology, Yale University
Alexa Vaghenas is a senior at Yale University, originally from 
Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania. She studies Psychology and is a member 
of the Education Studies Scholar program, an application-based 
cohort which studies the intersection of education practice, policy 
and research. Inspired by working as a peer wellness liaison on 
campus, she hopes to pursue a career in wellness education and 
change the world using principles of positive psychology, the 
science of well-being.

Aristotle Vainikos 
Joint Major Government and Computer Science, 
Harvard University
Aristotle is a rising sophomore at Harvard studying Government and 
Statistics. He serves as Treasurer for Harvard’s Hellenic Society, leads 
a policy writing team, and directs a nonprofit mentorship program 
within the Greater Boston area. Additionally, he conducts research 
at the Harvard Kennedy School on US political protests. He is 
fascinated by international security studies and ultimately hopes to 
contribute to US foreign policy. He has been recognized by AHEPA, 
by the Archdiocese of America, and as a National Merit Scholar.

Ioannis Vandris 
Political Science, Columbia University
Yiannis Vandris is a rising senior majoring in Political Science and 
minoring in Business Management and Hellenic Studies at Colum-
bia University. Yiannis has served as a Congressional intern, worked 
with the Permanent Mission of Cyprus to the United Nations, and 
interned with UNICEF’s Corporate Partnerships division. This sum-
mer, he will be taking on the role of Policy Intern at Cornerstone 
Government Affairs in Washington, DC. At Columbia, Yiannis serves 
as president of the school’s rugby team, and is on the Dean’s List.

Dionisia Vassos 
Pharmacy, Butler University
Dionisia is a rising junior at Butler University–Indianapolis in the 
Doctor of Pharmacy program. She is involved in various organiza-
tions on campus that are focused on volunteering and fundraising 
for women’s cardiac care, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, as 
well as Special Olympics.  She is on the Dean’s List, and will receive 
her white coat in the fall.  She hopes to work in a pediatric oncology 
and hematology unit in the future, as she possesses a great passion 
for children and helping others.
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Flora Boardman 
Political Science, Fordham University

Change surrounded my childhood. Living in four different states, my friends, my home 
and my schools changed. Two things remained stable in my life, my family, and my 
Hellenic heritage. Everywhere I have gone and I go, there is a Hellenic community 
who has welcomed me and my family with open arms. Moving was not so challenging 
because I always had a community to fall back on.

The stability that Greek community has provided me has cultivated my passion for 
Greek culture, dance, ideals, and religion. Hellenism encompass who I am today, eager 
to give back to the community that gave me so much.

My Hellenic background has sparked my interest in foreign affairs and politics, es-
pecially in regards to Greece and Cyprus. The American Hellenic Institute allowed 
me to further my interest, as I was able to participate in their Foreign Policy Trip two 
summers ago. During this trip to Greece and Cyprus, we met and discussed issues of 
foreign policy and the Rule of Law with the President of Greece, former and current U.S. 
Ambassadors, U.S. State Department Officials, and Foreign Ministry officials. I continued 
my passion with interning with the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese where I conducted re-
search on inter-faith relations. My greatest experience thus far has been interning with 
Congressman Gus Bilirakis. While interning at his office, I was able to work on legislation 
recognizing the Greek and Armenian Genocide, and attend meetings and hearings held 
by the International Religious Freedom Caucus.

All of these experiences the Greek community has offered me has led me to my ultimate 
goal. In the upcoming years, I will be a political analyst on a national news network 
specializing in foreign affairs. To follow this path, I am majoring in Political Science with 
a double minor of Orthodox Christian Studies and Journalism at Fordham University. 
Additionally, I am currently interning with the 60 minutes team at CBS News. I am 
hoping this will lead to a career with the network. This scholarship will help me work 
and continue to advance my goals of giving back to the Greek community.
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Peter Georginis  
Business Administration, University of Michigan–Ann Arbor

Throughout my life, I have been exposed to a wide array of cultures, from my Greek 
upbringing at home, my American education and my travels around Europe, North 
America, and the Caribbean. With both parents raised in Greece, I was instilled with 
Greek values, attended Greek school for many years and learned to cook Greek food, 
one of my favorite hobbies. During my early school years, I felt conflicted about the 
differences in my peers’ perspectives compared to mine and simultaneously impressed 
by the differences between the two languages that I speak well, with Greek being much 
more descriptive, whereas English felt somewhat limiting.

Beyond school, I realized how culture permeates everyday interactions when visiting 
many European countries during layovers to Greece. I found it fascinating how two 
countries can border each other, with similar food and economies yet have very diverse 
cultures. I was amazed to see how difficult it can be for people and corporations to 
overcome these cultural barriers. For example, companies such as PepsiCo have been 
very successful in the Greek market, while others, such as Starbucks have flat-lined. With 
further study, I understood that PepsiCo was able to create synergies with Greek culture 
developing flavors suited to the local market and focusing on the leisure and social 
aspect of Greek culture, while Starbuck’s fast-paced service was in direct conflict with 
Greece’s coffee culture. This drove me to learn more about how culture affects business-
es and international expansion.

As I progress in my studies at the University of Michigan, I feel a deep sense of gratitude 
to my Hellenic background. This and the experiences above molded me personally, 
led to the pursuit of my passion to understand cultures and guided me in my career 
choice. I am intensely focused, working hard to earn my Business degree along with an 
International Studies/Greek minor. Going forward, my goal is to stay in touch with my 
Hellenic heritage and simultaneously analyze cultures from around the world in order 
to bridge cultural barriers for companies and other organizations so that we can create 
a more prosperous and interconnected world.

        

Sophia Kyrou
Political Science & Human Rights, Trinity College

I am a young woman who is deeply influenced by the world around me, and I am driven 
to contribute all that I can to the world. I am sensitive to experience, and I do not regard 
my sensitivity as an impediment to my thinking and objectivity, but rather as an instru-
ment that helps me to see and understand the world more clearly and immerse myself in 
the experiences of different people. My identity as a young Greek-American and Cypriot-
American woman has given me a dedication to philotimo, a rich appreciation for the 
importance of culture, language, and society, and a profound understanding of what it 
truly means to overcome struggle.

My Greek and Cypriot heritage—a heritage that lauds intellectual exploration and per-
sonal evolution—instilled in me the notion of being a global citizen; by this I mean the 
idea that it is both a privilege and a responsibility to explore and gain awareness of the 
world around us, to know one’s fellow human beings, and to contribute to the world in 
whatever ways we can. So, it is perhaps somewhat natural that my dreams and aspira-
tions for the future concern the state of the world and people around the world.

My dream is to help make the world more free, and to help my own countries of Greece 
and Cyprus become more free. My dream is to spread religious freedom so that all 
people are able to practice their faith freely and without fear of persecution, and to lib-
erate Cyprus from Turkish occupation. I hope to pursue work in corporate social respon-
sibility and cultural heritage preservation in order to ensure that communities around 
the world are afforded the opportunity to continue to grow and enrich their collective 
identities and preserve their history. 
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Joanna Maniadaki
Clinical Diagnostic Sciences, Oakland University

My name is Joanna Maniadaki. I am 19 years old and a student at Oakland University in 
Michigan. I was born in Greece in 2001 and lived there until I was 13. I finished elementa-
ry school with excellent grades (Άριστα 10) and was looking forward to starting middle 
school. However, the economic crisis drove my family out of the country, which brought 
us in Michigan, the place where my dad had studied when he was in college. After only 
2 years in the States, I graduated with the highest GPA Davis Junior High had ever seen 
(4.17). The school decided to honor me by making and hanging up a plaque with my 
name on it. In high school, I graduated valedictorian and with honors. I have received 
excellence awards from both former President Obama and President Trump. 

Ever since I was little, I have been happy to help others in need. My dream, one day, is to 
become a doctor and make an impact on people’s lives. This spring break I am going with 
Oakland University to Puerto Rico to aid in hurricane and earthquake relief. I am one of 
the few first-years joining. Helping others brings me joy; knowing that I have inputted in 
their success motivates me and encourages me to try harder. However, everything I do, I 
do with moderation, like the Greeks used to say. 

My Hellenic heritage has great input in my aspirations for the future. My grandpar-
ents from both sides of my family were war-torn people, with no education or money. 
Yet, they managed to send all their kids to college to have better lives. That’s what my 
parents advocate for me too; study and you will be rewarded later in life. I believe that 
religion, family, unity, and education are four things that the Greeks created and have en-
couraged ever since. Being able to speak, read, and write fluently in Greek and be part of 
the Greek community has certainly opened many doors for me. I take pride in my Greek 
heritage and aspire to teach that to my own family some day.
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Aristotle Vainikos 
Government and Computer Science, Harvard University

I’m unsatisfied. Unsatisfied with the dictionary, that is. Let me explain: to prepare for 
AHEPA’s Hellenic History Tournament last year, I purchased a half-priced reference book 
simply called “Hellenism.” It began by defining the term. “Any phenomenon related to 
Greece and Alexander blah blah blah…”

Seriously!? This definition isn’t wrong, technically. But after 18 years of living a lifestyle 
predicated on the strength, culture, and dynamism inherent to Hellenism’s multifaceted 
nature, I understand that there is so much more to the word than that. Let me offer a 
more fitting definition, based on how Hellenism has applied—and continues to apply—
to my own life:

Hellenism (noun) [hell-uhn-izm]

1. A commitment to uniting faith with integrity in search of an authentic life. For every-
one from the ancient philosophers to the Christian apostles, intertwining piety with sin-
cerity was paramount. In my own life, faith has been a mainstay; the Church has become 
a second home (especially after moving to college). From Altar Boys to Fanari Camp to 
reading the Sunday Epistle, my most fulfilling memories—and keenest sense of direc-
tion and authenticity in life—have come via faith.

2. A dedication to setting the world ablaze with knowledge and culture. Alexander’s 
exploits furnished Asia with the richness of Greek thought; similarly, I’m inspired by her-
itage to understand my roots and apply values like hardwork, commitment, and perse-
verance to broadening my perspective. That’s why I take full advantage of my college 
experience: I challenge myself by uniting Government and CS into a Joint Degree, and 
voluntarily seek intellectually stimulating events like the public-policy conference I at-
tended at Harvard’s Center for Hellenic Studies in DC.

3. A devotion to service of the highest order. Intrinsic to Hellenism is connection with 
others; that’s why a career in public service calls to me. I hope to translate policy into 
action by forging peace—domestically and abroad—as a Defense Department national 
security analyst. My current acts of service—directing a mentorship nonprofit, volun-
teering within Boston—are just initial steps on the path toward giving back later on, 
supporting the Hellenic ideals of community and connection.
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Alexa Vaghenas
Psychology, Yale University

Since sophomore year, I have delighted in connecting with my heritage through study-
ing Modern Greek. I work towards attaining mastery by regularly using the language, 
whether by journaling in Greek or crafting Spotify playlists with the classics of Γιαννης 
Πουλοπουλος. I long to speak fluently, so while visiting Greek relatives, I seize the op-
portunity to practice new vocabulary. When, for instance, my yiayia asked why I didn’t 
eat meat, I recalled my class’s recent nutrition unit and replied, “Because I’m healthy.” 
However, instead of saying “healthy” (υγιεινός), I accidentally said “pregnant” (έγκυος) 
and caused my yiayia to have a minor heart attack...

Despite the commotion caused by my miscommunication, such everyday lan-
guage-learning blunders have taught me the value of failure. Indeed, I rejoice in making 
mistakes, for they enrich my learning experience. Moreover, growing from failure while 
studying Greek has spurred my application of this philosophy to all aspects of life. I 
believe that becoming one’s best self necessitates embracing failure, as it inevitably 
precedes innovation and success. Furthermore, as everyone’s failures in life are many, 
cultivating a positive mindset is a necessary skill.

Many of my peers have yet to develop this skill. Indeed, a campus phenomenon - the 
“duck syndrome” - characterizes how students appear serene on the outside, resem-
bling a duck gliding along the water; yet in reality they agonize over keeping them-
selves afloat and maintaining the appearance of perfection. In an attempt to mitigate 
this phenomenon, I utilized my role as a peer wellness liaison to organize “Failure Friday”, 
a panel discussion amongst diverse Yale faculty regarding their experiences with failure. 
If highly successful individuals, such as a Nobel-prize winning professor, could espouse 
failure, then perhaps students could follow suit.

After graduating, I hope to obtain a Master’s of Applied Positive Psychology, the science 
of well-being, and pursue a career in wellness education. My dream is to create a course 
about the importance of failure that equips students with skills of perspective-taking, 
resilience, and self-compassion. In doing so, I aim to empower students with a philoso-
phy of learning that facilitates thriving both inside and outside of the classroom.

 

| EXCEPTIONAL PERSONAL STATEMENTS | 

MEET THE MENTORS WHO ARE CHANGING 
THE SHAPE OF OUR FUTURE

         4TH ANNUAL Virtual
MENTORSHIP LUNCHEON

I N D U S T R Y  L E A D E R S  I N  F I N A N C E ,  M E D I C I N E ,  L A W ,  S T E M , 

B U S I N E S S ,  T E C H ,  B R O A D C A S T I N G  A N D  J O U R N A L I S M , 

E N T R E P R E N E U R S H I P,  G O V E R N M E N T  A N D  P O L I C Y

SPONSORED BY             IN  PARTNERSHIP

     

16 MENTORS ∙ BEYOND A SCHOLARSHIP



| 4140 |

4TH ANNUALVirtual  MENTORSHIP LUNCHEON

          

DENISE ALEXOPOULOS, OD, FAAO
Assistant Professor, Illinois College of Optometry

Attending Optometrist, Illinois Eye Institute

Denise Alexopoulos is an assistant professor and clinical attending at the Illinois College 
of Optometry/Illinois Eye Institute (ICO/IEI). After earning a B.S. in Biology from Loyola 
University Chicago, she proceeded to earn her O.D. degree from the Illinois College of 
Optometry with summa cum laude honors. She completed a residency in Pediatric & 
Infant Vision at the State University of New York College of Optometry. At ICO, she su-
pervises third and fourth year students in the Pediatric & Binocular Vision clinic, coor-
dinates a clinical methods lab for first year students, and serves on several committees. 
She is a Fellow of the American Academy of Optometry, has presented nationally and 
internationally on the topic of pediatric optometry, and participates in research with the 
Pediatric Eye Disease Investigator Group.

        

NICHOLAS W. ALEXOS
Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer, Univar Solutions Inc. 

Nicholas W. Alexos has been an Executive Vice President of Univar Solutions Inc. and its 
Chief Financial Officer since January, 2020 and was Executive Vice President and Chief 
Financial Officer of DENTSPLY SIRONA Inc., both multi-national public companies. He 
previously was a Managing Director and founder of Madison Dearborn Partners, L.P.  
since 1988 and led transactions in the healthcare, consumer and industrial teams.  He 
began his career in 1985 at The First National Bank of Chicago where he eventually be-
came a Vice President in Corporate Finance.  He has been a Director of VWR Interna-
tional LLC, Walgreens Infusion Service, Sirona Dental Systems, Team Health Inc., Perfor-
mance Health and various other companies. He also has served on numerous charitable 
and non-profit organizations including the Children’s Inner City Educational Fund, Lake 
Forest Country Day School, Metro Squash, University of Chicago Booth School of Busi-
ness Council and Boys and Girls Clubs of Chicago and has recently been appointed to 
the Harvard School of Dental Medicine Advisory Board and the board of The Hellenic 
Initiative. Mr. Alexos received an M.B.A. from University of Chicago Booth School of Busi-
ness and a B.B.A. from Loyola University, is married and has three teenage children, and 
attends St. Peter and Paul church in Glenview, Illinois.
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STAMATIS ASTRA 
Morning Show Co Host, Grecian Echoes WNTN-1550 AM Boston

Venture Partner, Innovation Ventures

Stamatis N. Astra co-hosts Grecian Echoes, a talk show on WNTN-1550 AM for a 
Greek-American audience in Boston.  An analysis of current news and events laced with 
provocative commentary on issues facing Greece and the U.S., giving listeners a unique 
perspective and practical point of view. Mr. Astra is also an investment manager at a 
Private Equity Fund specializing in investing in properties and development projects 
and products that improve and enrich people’s lives. Stamatis holds a B.S. in Economics 
(magna cum laude), an MBA and MS in Communications Management (both with hon-
ors) all from Boston University.

        

GEORGE BOVIS, MD 
Neurosurgeon, Center of Brain and Spine Surgery
Vice Chairman of Neurosurgery, AMITA Health

Assistant Professor of Neurosurgery, Rush University Medical School

George Bovis, MD is a board certified neurosurgeon practicing in Chicago for the last 
20 years. He completed his college and medical school education at Northwestern Uni-
versity, his neurosurgery training at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, and  his fel-
lowship training in cerebrovascular and skull base at the Mayfield Clinic in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. Dr Bovis presently serves as the Vice Chairman of Neurosurgery at AMITA Health, 
the Medical Director of the Illinois Gamma Knife Center and AMITA Neuroscience In-
stitute, and Assistant Professor of Neurosurgery at Rush University Medical School. Dr. 
Bovis was recently elected to the Greek Orthodox Metropolis Council  of Chicago, sits 
on the Board of the National Hellenic Museum and serves as a medical advisor at the 
Greek American Rehabilitation and Nursing Centre. He lives with his wife, Raffaella, in 
Northbrook.
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NICHOLAS GAGE
World-renowned Author and Investigative Journalist

In his long career as a journalist, author and film producer, Nicholas Gage has spent 
the first half as an investigative reporter and foreign correspondent for The New York 
Times, and the second writing seven books and producing several films. Born Nikos Gat-
zoyiannis in Lia, Greece in 1939, he emigrated to the United States ten years later and 
graduated from Boston and Columbia universities. As a reporter for The New York Times 
and The Wall Street Journal, he received wide recognition for his investigative articles on 
organized crime, drug trafficking and political corruption. (He obtained the first Nixon 
tapes in the Watergate scandal.) Abroad he covered numerous wars and revolutions 
including the Iranian uprising that toppled the Shah. He was nominated six times for a 
Pulitzer Prize and received numerous awards for his reporting. His books include Greek 
Fire, A Place for Us, and Eleni, his account of his mother’s life and death during the Greek 
Civil War. Translated into 32 languages, it received the top literary prize in 1984 from 
the Royal Society of Literature of Great Britain and wide literary acclaim. “A devoted and 
brilliant achievement,” wrote The New York Review of Books, “one of the rare books in 
which the power of art recreates the full historical truth.” In addition to writing books, he 
has worked in films, serving as co-producer of the film version of Eleni and co-executive 
producer of The Godfather Part III, which was nominated for an Oscar for best picture 
in 1994. In recognition for his work he has received five honorary degrees including a 
doctorate from Boston University, where he delivered the commencement address. He 
is married to writer Joan Paulson and they have three children: Christos, a screenwriter; 
Eleni, a novelist, and Marina, a designer. 
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STEVEN GALANIS
Co-Founder & CEO, CAMEO

Steven Galanis is the CEO of Cameo, the world’s leading marketplace for personalized 
video shoutouts. He launched the company in 2017 with co-founders Martin Blencowe 
& Devon Townsend with the idea that the selfie was the new autograph. To date, the 
company has sold close to a million Cameos and seen over 35,000 athletes, actors, and 
influencers join the platform. In 2018, Cameo was named one of the “50 Genius Compa-
nies on Earth” by Time Magazine. Steven was named Chicago Inno’s 2018 B2C Innovator 
of the Year and Crain’s “40 under 40.” He is a LinkedIn alum who previously worked as 
a trader on the floor of the Chicago Board Options Exchange, and founder of two film 
investment companies where he produced movies featuring stars such as Bruce Willis 
and Robert DeNiro. Outside of work he is an avid Chicago sports fan and serves on the 
Board of Directors for Habitat for Humanity Chicago. Steven is a 2010 graduate of Duke 
University where he majored in History.

        

GEORGIA GIAKOUMIS SPEAR, MD
Chief of Breast Imaging, NorthShore University HealthSystem

Clinical Assistant Professor of Radiology, University of Chicago

Georgia Giakoumis Spear, MD, is Chief of the Department of Breast Imaging at North-
Shore University HealthSystem and previously Director of the Clinical Breast MRI Pro-
gram. She is also a Clinical Assistant Professor of Radiology at the University of Chicago 
Pritzker School of Medicine. Dr. Spear serves on the Breast Program Leadership Board 
at NorthShore and is fellowship trained in Breast Imaging. She has a special interest in 
breast imaging research and participates in multiple studies, serving as principal inves-
tigator. Dr. Spear is passionate about women’s health and has been influential in cre-
ating and passing legislation in the State of Illinois to improve access to breast cancer 
screening to aid in early detection of breast cancer. She serves as a Radiology Advocacy 
Leader on the national level. Dr. Spear is a board-certified radiologist, residency and 
fellowship trained at Northwestern Memorial Hospital, where she also served as Chief 
Resident. She earned her MD from the University of Miami Miller School of Medicine 
and was inducted in Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society. 
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ANGIE KOSTOPOULOS ANDREWS
Composite Technical Specialist, Federal Aviation Administration

Angie is the Composite Technical Specialist for the Federal Aviation Administration and 
works with the aviation industry, advising and supporting the certification of aircraft 
designs and subsequent modifications to small airplanes, rotorcraft and transport air-
craft.   An active member of the “FAA Strategic Composite plan “supported by the Avi-
ation industry, educational institutions, and other government institutions to develop 
guidance, training, and standards for composite aircraft installations. Angie also works 
with the FAA Certification Procedures Branch, and Design Certification Section at FAA 
headquarters in Washington DC, authoring policy related to engineering certification 
procedures.  In 1996, Angie certified the first composite aircraft designed and manu-
factured by Cirrus Design Corporation, which was equipped with a full airframe ballistic 
parachute system that can be deployed during emergency conditions for the survival 
of the crew and passengers.  The design became the first of its kind to be certified by 
the FAA and remains the only aircraft ballistic parachute used as standard equipment by 
aviation.  Angie, also advised and supported the certification of the first Honda jet.  She 
continues to support subsequent model certifications for Honda and other Jet aviation 
companies.  Prior to joining the FAA Angie worked at The Boeing Company in Seattle 
Washington as a structural engineer in the 737/757/777 wing group where she assisted 
in establishing design objectives and requirements, evaluating structural discrepancies 
on wing parts and issued corrective action where appropriate. 

        

JOHN KOUDOUNIS
Chief Executive Officer, Calamos Investments

John Koudounis joined Calamos Investments as Chief Executive Officer in 2016. His 
principal duties include overseeing the firm’s day-to-day operations, fiscal function 
and overall performance. His responsibilities include managing operations, leading 
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business and corporate development, and directing strategic growth initiatives. Mr. 
Koudounis has 31 years of financial services experience including executive leadership 
in the global securities business and a deep background in global capital markets. Most 
recently, he served as President and Chief Executive Officer of Mizuho Securities USA, 
Inc. (MSUSA), a subsidiary of Mizuho Financial Group, one of the world’s largest full-ser-
vice financial institutions. Mr. Koudounis is a public speaker and appears frequently on 
financial news programs including CNN, Fox Business, CNBC, Bloomberg TV and others. 
He is a member of the Leadership Council at Concordia and the Bretton Woods Commit-
tee. He received his B.A. in International Diplomacy, Foreign Affairs and Economics from 
Brown University.

        

MIKE MANATOS
President, Manatos & Manatos

Mike Manatos has successfully achieved results in the U.S. Senate, House of Representa-
tives and the Executive Branch on behalf of his clients for over 30 years. For 85 years and 
three generations, the Manatos family has been working in or with the US Government 
working with top U.S. policymakers, both Republicans and Democrats, formulating U.S. 
policy. Mike serves on the Board of a number of the top national Greek Orthodox and 
Greek-American organizations including: Executive Board of Trustees, Leadership 100; 
Executive Board of Directors, National Hellenic Society; Archdiocesan Council, Greek Or-
thodox Archdiocese of America; Board of Directors, National Hellenic Student Associa-
tion. Mike was appointed in 2006 by His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
(the spiritual leader of over 300 million Orthodox Christians worldwide) to the position 
of “Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate,” the oldest and highest honor in Christen-
dom, given to a select few around the world. He also serves as Chairman of the Board 
of the Make-A-Wish Foundation of the Mid-Atlantic. Mr. Manatos graduated from Princ-
eton University in 1990 from the Woodrow Wilson School of Public Policy and Interna-
tional Affairs, with a minor in Hellenic Studies.

4TH ANNUALVirtual  MENTORSHIP LUNCHEON

    JOHN KOUDOUNIS CONTINUED    
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DR. MARIA T. LYMBERIS
linical and Forensic Psychiatrist

Clinical Professor of Psychiatry, Geffen UCLA School of Medicine

Dr. Maria Lymberis is a Clinical and Forensic Psychiatrist. She is a Clinical Professor of 
Psychiatry at the Geffen UCLA School of Medicine, Honorary. She is certified by the 
American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology in both Psychiatry and Child/Adolescent 
psychiatry. Additionally, she is a graduate psychoanalyst of the Los Angeles Psycho-
analytic Institute, where she taught for over 20 years as a senior faculty. Her practice 
includes clinical consultations with adults, families couples, children and adolescents. 
She practices individual psychotherapy as well as integrated psychotherapy with psy-
chopharmacology. Since 1988 she has been active as a forensic psychiatrist and has 
extensive experience performing medico-legal consultations, evaluations and expert 
testimony in both civil and criminal cases. For over 25 years, she has been involved in 
psychiatric peer review including as Chair of the Psychiatry Peer Review Committee of 
the Cooperative of American Physicians, Mutual Protection Trust, a medical malpractice 
insurance company, and has extensive experience in medical malpractice evaluations 
and consultations.

	

        

ALEXANDRA MIHALAS, ESQ.
Partner, Kirkland & Ellis LLP, Employee Benefits Practice

Alexandra Mihalas is a partner in Kirkland & Ellis’s employee benefits practice. Her prac-
tice focuses primarily on transactional ERISA matters for private and public companies, 
with a particular emphasis on acquisitions and sales by venture capital and other pri-
vate equity funds, and the ERISA issues that arise in complex bankruptcy restructurings. 
Alexandra’s transactional work has been featured in The American Lawyer, The Daily 
Deal, and Chicago Daily Law Bulletin publications. She is a top-rated attorney noted in 
Illinois Super Lawyers and the Legal 500.  For many years she has served as the Co-Chair 
of Kirkland & Ellis’s Women’s Leadership Initiative planning committee, and in that ca-
pacity has served as a mentor to first-year women at Northwestern Law School through 
WLI’s mentorship program.  She is also an ongoing mentor to diverse local law students 
through the Leadership Council on Legal Diversity. Alexandra received her BS in Chem-
istry from Haverford College and her JD from Harvard Law School. 
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DORETTA MISTRAS
Managing Director- Global Investment Banking, Healthcare , Citi

Doretta Mistras is responsible for the Health Investment Banking Division of Citigroup’s 
coverage of the Healthcare Technology and Outsourcing Practice.  Prior to joining Citi-
group in 2019, she spent 15 years at Goldman Sachs & Co. in their Healthcare group 
focused on M&A.  While at Goldman Sachs, Mistras advised on over $200 billion of M&A 
transactions for Healthcare companies. Mistras earned a dual degree from the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, receiving both a B.S. in Economics and a B.A. in Spanish and Inter-
national Studies.  Mistras serves on the Board of the National Hellenic Society and the 
PanHellenic Scholarship Foundation.

        

DR. EVANGELOS PAPPAS
Founder & Chief Scientific Officer, RTsafe

Associate Professor of Medical Physics, University of West Attica

Dr. Evangelos Pappas studied Physics in the University of Athens, Greece (BSc) and Med-
ical Physics and BioMedical Engineering (MSc) at the University of Aberdeen, UK. He 
got his PhD from University of Athens, Medical School. During his PhD he presented 
the first alternative 3D polymer gel MRI dosimeter and its introduction in radiotherapy 
clinical practice. Dr. Pappas served as a clinical radiotherapy medical physicist for more 
than 12 years. During the last 8 years he is an Associate Professor of Medical Physics 
at the University of West Attica, Athens, Greece and a Research Associate at University 
of Texas-MD Anderson, San Antonio. Dr. Pappas has 79 scientific publications and 723 
citations. In June 2014 he founded ‘RTsafe’ (www.rt-safe.com), the 1st prize winner at the 
2015 MIT enterprise forum Greece Startup Competition. RTsafe has revolutionized Qual-
ity Assurance in Radiation Oncology. Has developed, patented, FDA cleared and com-
mercialized the world’s first Individualized Care solution in radiation oncology. Its core 
product, the PseudoPatient(TM), was recently awarded as one of the 100 most techno-
logically significant products globally for the year 2019. Brain tumor patients can have a 
much safer and efficient radiotherapy treatment as an outcome. Some selected RTsafe 
customers and end-users include: Philips, Brainlab, UCLA, Thomas Jefferson University, 
Mayo clinic, University of Texas-MD Anderson, and The Royal Marsden.
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MARIA SPIROPULU, PhD
Shang-Yi Ch’en Professor of Physics, California Institute of Technology

Maria Spiropulu is the Shang-Yi Ch’en Professor of Physics at Caltech. She is a world-re-
nowned experimental particle physics researcher and a notable mentor of many grad-
uate and undergraduate students. She worked for 10 years at the Tevatron’s collider 
experiments at Fermilab in Chicago and 13 years at the CERN’s Large Hadron Collider 
with leading roles on detector R&D and operations and in the searches for new physics 
including the discovery of the Higgs boson. She is known for developing the “double 
blind” data analysis method for the first time in searches for supersymmetry at the Te-
vatron and inventing the novel “razor” framework for discovery and characterization of 
new physics. Spiropulu received her PhD from Harvard in 2000 and was an Enrico Fermi 
Fellow at the University of Chicago until 2003. She moved to CERN in 2004 as a research 
staff physicist at the Physics Division and was promoted to a senior physicist position at 
CERN in 2008. She was appointed a Professor of Physics at Caltech in 2009.  She is the 
founder of the Physics of the Universe Summit (POTUS), a meeting held under Chatham 
House Rules that explores challenges in emerging and cross-cutting areas of science & 
technology.  She is also the founder of the Alliance for Quantum Technologies (AQT), a 
novel consortium of academic and research institutions, including national laboratories, 
and industry targeting to accelerate areas in quantum information science and tech-
nology through the Intelligent Quantum Networks & Technologies (INQNET) program 
of work.

        

KIKI VALE
Founder, Kefi L!fe / Holistic Health Coach, Writer, Broadcaster

Kiki Vale is a Greek American retail business woman, holistic health coach, writer, broad-
caster & public speaker. As founder of the Kefi L!fe Brand™, Kiki has turned her passion 
for whole person well-being and the Greek lifestyle into a wellness brand.  Kefi L!fe is 
rooted in the Greek ethos that the relationship between mind, body and soul must be 
in sync in order to have a life where all is well- Ola Kala! Kiki works to maintain whole 
person synergy as a wife, mother and professional by practicing the tenets of a Kefi 
Lifestyle. Kefilife.com will be launching E-commerce and on-line educational programs 
January 2021.  
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G E N E R O U S LY  S P O N S O R E D  B Y

NICHOLAS W. ALEXOS

Congratulations to all of the 2020 PanHellenic Scholars - there lies 
ahead, great opportunities for all of you to excel!

We value the vision and efforts of the entire PanHellenic Scholar-
ship Foundation team for annually organizing such an important 

event for our communities around the U.S.A.

– Alexos Family
Marcie, Nick, Angelique, Constantine and Justinian

     

100
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Corinthian Order
$1,000,000+ 

ENDOWMENT
GIFTS 

Chris P. Tomaras 
Endowment Fund 

Established by our beloved Founder, 
the late Chris P. Tomaras (1937-2015)

“Morfosis (education) is the most important ingredient of the human 
existence which, together with the values instilled in our students by 

their families, delivers leaders and significant contributors to society.” 
-Chris P. Tomaras
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Ionic Order
$500,000 

George & Angela Paterakis

George and Angela Paterakis established a $500,000 

endowment for the PanHellenic Scholarship Foundation in 

January 2015. The endowment will annually fund $20,000 

in scholarships for exceptional Music & Arts students, and is 

named for their close friend, Georgia S. Mitchell.

 

The Georgia Sfondouris 
Mitchell Endowment Fund
- Music & Arts Scholarships

CONGRATULATIONS 2020 MUSIC & ARTS 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS:

Nicholas Chatzitsakos
Performance Jazz Composition

Berklee College of Music

Alexandra Nichols
Piano Performance Violin Performance,

Rhode Island College
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$500,000+

Helen Tomaras Astin 
Endowment Fund

Established by the late Helen Tomaras Astin (1941-2017), 

beloved sister of Founder Chris P. Tomaras.

Scholarship Society
|  CONNECTING DONORS & RECIPIENTS  | 

 

50100200
Thank you to all members of the Scholarship Society for helping the 

Foundation continue it’s mission and vision of Building a better 

American through Education & Hellenism!
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The following generous supporters have made a commitment to provide 
$100,000 in scholarship contributions to PanHellenic recipients:

SCHOLARSHIP 100

Nicholas W. Alexos & Family*

Devanco Foods – Peter Bartzis Family

Fresh Farms International Market – The Svigos Families

Peter & Catherine Fountas Family & Friends

Demetrios & Chrysoula Kozonis & Family

John Koudounis Family

Dr. Peter J. Panton*

Perry C. Siatis*

Takis & Elaine Sotos & Families

*Indicates new Scholarship Society “100” member as of 2020

Scholarship Society

 200  

The following generous supporters have met and exceeded $100,000+ in 
scholarship contributions to PanHellenic recipients:

SCHOLARSHIP 200

Ted & Demetra Argeroplos*

The Nicholas J. & Anna K. Bouras Foundation

Dimitri & Eleni Bousis Family

Robert A. & Violetta Kapsalis Buhler Family

Tassos F. Chronopoulos – The Tassos Group LLC

The John & Mary Pappajohn Foundation

Dr. George & Anita Skarpathiotis Family

The Demetra & Eric Vassilatos Foundation

*Indicates new Scholarship Society “200” member as of 2020

Scholarship Society
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The following generous supporters have made a commitment to provide 
$50,000 in scholarship contributions to PanHellenic recipients:

SCHOLARSHIP 50

Dr. Thomas & Dina Adams

The Harold V. Anagnos Charitable Fund*

Constantine & Maria Danos*

Barbara Kariotis Javaras

Joseph & Anna Kokolakis

John & Elena Manos

Drs. William & Georgia Spear

The Michael Skoubis Foundation

The Ted G. Spyropoulos Family*

The Renaissance Fund*

*Indicates new Scholarship Society “50” member as of 2020

Scholarship Society

 

Scholarship Society

100
SCHOLARSHIP 100—2020 FULFILLED MEMBERS

      

FRESH FARMS INTERNATIONAL MARKET—

THE SVIGOS FAMILIES
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INTERNSHIP INITIATIVEPanHellenic Scholarship Foundation Internship Initiative 
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INDIVIDUAL 
SPONSORSHIPS 

|  THE PANHELLENIC ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIP | 
Given by PanHellenic Scholarship Award recipients, their friends and families. 

The following individuals accepted the #AlumniChallenge, collectively 
awarding one scholarship through their contributions.

Fotini Anastopoulos

Sophia Andricopulos 

Evanthia Arianas 

Eunice Buhler

Amanda Burdick

Michael Burns, CPA 

Thomasina Chirgott Pfeifer

Nicole Christakes

Giana Damianos

Zaharias Fountas

John & Marlo George

Jordan George

George Gianitsos

Nik Gianitsos

Paulina Gianitsos

Tim Gianitsos

Demitra Giannaras

Zoe Grant

Vivian Haritos

Erini Kamarinos

Maria Eleni Kollaros

Peter C. Korbakes

Jason Kourkouvis

Nicholas Lalos

Athena Patitsas

Adrianna Sakolari

Sophia SaPonte

John Secaras

Despina Sfikas

Nicholas Sotos

Nicholas Staviski

Katerina Svigos

Helen Tasho

Thomas Topalis

Elena Triantafyllopoulou

Panayiotis Vandris

Andreas Vassilakos

Evangelos Zarkadas

Sophia Zervas



| 6564 |

 S U M M A   

Cum Laude
 S U M M A   

Cum Laude
$10,000+ $10,000+

The Harold V. Anagnos 
Charitable Fund 

Scholarship 
In Memory of George E. Houpis

It is a great honor to be a donor and participant to this 
great program and the event that recognizes and supports 
college students from our Hellenic community. Education 
has always been the path to higher levels of intellectual, 
professional and economic advancement in our heritage 

and Culture. Congratulations to all recognized scholarship 
recipients that are honored today.

Given by the Harold V. Anagnos Charitable Fund

50

The Nicholas Bardosa 
Memorial Scholarship 

Given by Ted, Demetra, 
Nikephoros and Vassiliki Argeroplos 

Wishing all 2020 recipients continued success 

200
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The Nicholas J. & Anna 
K. Bouras Foundation 

Scholarship 

Congratulations to this year’s 

Scholarship Award recipients! 

200

The Bousis Family 
Scholarship

Congratulations to all the recipients!

A special thank you to the entire Committee for their 
vitality and perseverance in upholding 

Mr. Tomaras’ legacy and vision. 

Given by Jimmy & Eleni Bousis and Family 

200
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The Danos Family 
Scholarship

In honor of the memory of Mr. Chris Tomaras. May his 
philanthropy be an inspiration to each scholarship 

recipient and to all attending the 
PanHellenic Scholarship Foundation virtual gala.

Given by Constantine & Maria Danos

50

The Joseph Peter 
Bartzis Scholarship

Joseph Peter Bartzis was a 2014 graduate of Arizona State University with 
a degree in Business and Sustainability. "Solar Joe" as he was known by his 
friends and peers, was a rising star in the sustainability field—working as a 
Business Development Manager where he led the charge in establishing 

multimillion dollar solar farms across 
the country. Joseph passionately cared 
about the environment, his health and 
the well-being of others. His smile and 
positive energy lit up every room he 
walked into.

In December 2017, Joseph was diag-
nosed with AL Amyloidosis, a rare and 
incurable blood disease. A major chal-
lenge is the current lack of early diag-
nosis, which is a key factor in disease 
progression and prognosis. Joseph 
passed away on February 27, 2018 at 
the age of 26. Joseph and his family’s 
wish is that young people make it a pri-
ority to have annual physicals, as Joey’s 

story is proof that no one, no matter how strong, is invincible. While Joseph 
was taken far too soon, the Bartzis family hopes to inspire others to be their 
own advocate for health, as well as live each day with the same passion and 
exuberance that Joseph possessed. May his memory be eternal.
–Peter Bartzis

Given by 

100
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The John Peter Fountas 
STEM Scholarship

John Peter Fountas lived a life of insatiable curiosity, intense determi-
nation and hard work, and remarkable warmth, love and generosity 

towards others. With passion for science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics, John valued life and learning and was motivated by his 
vision of making a difference in the world. Our congratulations to all 

scholarship recipients for your academic achievements. We encourage 
you to appreciate your blessings and follow your dreams. 

Given by Peter & Catherine Fountas 
Family & Friends 

100

The Fresh Farms 
International Market 

Scholarship

To the 2020 PanHellenic Scholarship Award Recipients: 

We applaud you for your academic excellence and wish 
you continued success. 

Congratulations!

100
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The Hellenic 
Foundation Scholarship

The Hellenic Foundation’s Mission is to fund the de-
velopment and support of programs and projects 

benefiting Greek American and orthodox Christian 
organizations in the Chicagoland area. Collaboration 
among organizations will ensure that our community 
will benefit from many innovative and effective pro-

grams. The Hellenic Foundation proudly supports the 
PanHellenic Scholarship Foundation. Together, we will 
cultivate future leaders, and mutually perpetuate the 

mission of both foundations.

The Gus S. Kapsalis 
Memorial Scholarship

In loving memory of our Dad and Pappou
Who was devoted to faith, family and education.

Congratulations 2020 PanHellenic
 Scholarship Recipients!

Given by Robert, Violetta, Eunice & Konstantine Buhler
 

200
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Diamond Sponsor
 

Diamond Sponsor

The Alvin J. Borenstine 
Memorial Scholarship

 Given by Roula Alakiotou in loving memory of 
Alvin J. Borenstine

50
Scholarship Society

The Nicholas J. & Anna 
K. Bouras Foundation 

Scholarship 

Congratulations to this year’s 

Scholarship Award recipients! 

Scholarship Society100

Given by Joseph & Anna Kokolakis 
in support of students pursuing careers in Architecture, 

Engineering or Construction.

Congratulations All 2020 Scholarship Recipients!

BUILDING A BETTER AMERICA THROUGH 
EDUCATION AND HELLENISM

jkokolakis.com

The Kokolakis Contracting 
AEC Scholarship

ConstructionEngineeringArchitecture

the concept the calcuation the reality

50

The George Koudounis 
Memorial Scholarship

 Given by The John Koudounis Family

100
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The Loukas & Vasiliki 
Kozonis Memorial 

Scholarship 

Given by Demetrios & Chrysoula Kozonis & Family

100

The Mistras Family 
Scholarship

Congratulations all 2020 
Scholarship Recipients!

 Given by the Mistras Family
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The Manos–
Mataragas–Efstratiadis 

Scholarship

Congratulations all 2020 
Scholarship Recipients!

 Given by the Manos, Mataragas & Efstratiadis Families

50

The Manos– 
Mataragas–Limouris 

Scholarship 

Congratulations all 2020 
Scholarship Recipients!

 Given by the Manos, Mataragas & Limouris Families

50
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John H. Panton, M.D.
Memorial Scholarship

John H. Panton, M.D.  
(Pantazopoulos) was born in Pyrgos, 
Elias, Greece.  A 1951 graduate of the 
University of Athens, he completed his 
internship at Loyola University and his 
residency in ophthalmology at the 
University of  Illinois at Chicago (UIC).  
He was the first board certified 
ophthalmologist of Greek extraction in 
the Chicago metropolitan area.  

In December, 2017, the John Panton 
Professor of Ophthalmology was 
established at UIC.  

7740 North Avenue  •  Elmwood Park

Panton Eye Center
Peter J. Panton, M.D.

Robert W. Panton, M.D.
Elizabeth Panton Karkazis, O.D.

Customized LASIK Surgery • No-stitch Cataract Surgery   
Bifocal Lens Implants 

708-452-7200

John H. Panton, M.D.
Memorial Scholarship

John H. Panton, M.D.  
(Pantazopoulos) was born in Pyrgos, 
Elias, Greece.  A 1951 graduate of the 
University of Athens, he completed his 
internship at Loyola University and his 
residency in ophthalmology at the 
University of  Illinois at Chicago (UIC).  
He was the first board certified 
ophthalmologist of Greek extraction in 
the Chicago metropolitan area.  

In December, 2017, the John Panton 
Professor of Ophthalmology was 
established at UIC.  
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Panton Eye Center
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The Pappajohn 
Foundation Scholarship

Congratulations 2020 Scholarship award recipients! 
We commend your academic achievements, and 
hope for your continued success as you pursue 

your aspirations.  

Given by John & Mary Pappajohn

200100

John H. Panton, M.D. 
Memorial Scholarship



| 8382 |

 S U M M A   

Cum Laude
 S U M M A   

Cum Laude
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The Andreas Proimos 

Family Scholarship

Given by the Andreas Proimos Family - 

Best Wishes to all 2020 scholarship award recipients.

50

The Renaissance         
Fund Scholarship 

Congratulations to all 2020 recipients who are our 
future leaders. The Renaissance Fund proudly 

supports the PanHellenic Scholarship Foundation 
and their efforts.
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Cum Laude
$10,000+ $10,000+

The Panos P. Siatis 
Memorial Scholarship

We honor our dad's dedication to education and support 
of Greek American students. 

Given by Perry, Lena, Linda and Mary

100

The Michael Skoubis 
Foundation Scholarship

We proudly join the PanHellenic Scholarship Foundation in 
recognizing the academic achievement, community service 
and leadership of young men & women in our community. 
We sincerely hope that our contribution will assist them on 
achieving their goals, striking a path characterized by faith, 

discipline, respect, hard work and good sportsmanship; virtues 
that Michael instilled in his players as a coach and a mentor.

50
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HIPPOCRATES 
SCHOLARSHIP

IN MEMORY OF VASILIKI TRIYANDAFILLOU (1952-1996) 

Beloved aunt who inspired both Georgia and William to pursue 
careers in medicine to limit suffering and search for the cure for disease 

Hippocrates is considered one of the most outstanding figures in the history of 
medicine.  He is often referred to as the “Father of Medicine” in recognition of 
his lasting contributions to the field as the founder of the Hippocratic School of 
Medicine. This intellectual school revolutionized medicine in Ancient Greece, 
establishing medicine as a profession.

Hippocratic medicine was notable for its strict professionalism, discipline, and 
rigorous practice. The Hippocratic work On the Physician recommends that phy-
sicians always be well-kempt, honest, calm, understanding, and serious.

Sponsored By, 
 
Georgia Giakoumis Spear, MD, MS	 William H. Spear, MD FACC FHRS
Chief, Department of Breast Imaging 	 Director, Atrial Fibrillation Ablation Program
NorthShore University HealthSystem	 Advocate Christ Medical Center
Clinical Assistant Professor of Radiology	 Partner, Consultants in Cardiology and EP
The University of Chicago

50

Ted G. Spyropoulos 
Memorial Scholarship 

In loving memory of our husband and father who was 
dedicated to education and supporting our community. 

May his memory along with the memory of his friend, 
Chris P. Tomaras, be eternal. 

Congratulations 2020 PanHellenic scholarship recipients! 

– Given by Erika Spyropoulos, Mariyana Spyropoulos 
and Paul Vasilakos

50
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The Steven Vassilatos 
Scholarship

Given in loving memory by the 

Demetra & Eric Vassilatos Foundation

200

	
The T.K. Zampetis 
Family Foundation 

Scholarship

Congratulations to this year’s exceptional 

scholarship recipients! 

Given by the T.K. Zampetis Family Foundation
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Cum Laude
$2,500+

 M AX I M A   

Cum Laude
$5,000+

 
Congratulations to all 

2020 PanHellenic 
Scholarship Recipients

Bill Mataragas
Congratulations to this year’s scholars!

50

Dr. Nicholas & Melanie Chionis 
& Family

In memory of Nicholas J. Corolis

Dr. Stilianos Efstratiadis 
Congratulations to all 2020 recipients!

Demetrios & Georgia Halakos 
& Family

Congratulations to the PanHellenic 
& to the Class of 2020!
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Cum Laude
$1,000+

 M AG N A   

Cum Laude
$2,500+

Tom & Pamala Kiriakos

Andrew & Maria Limouris

Elias N. Matsakis, Esq. 

Demetri Alexakos

The Hon. Louis G. Apostol 
& Alexandra Apostol

In memory of Mrs. Georgia Apostol

John & Maria Balourdos

Chris Bouzounis
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Cum Laude
 

Cum Laude
$1,000+ $1,000+

Elizabeth Buhler

Thomas Cavalaris

James & Joanna Cavalaris

Dimitri & Angela Eliopoulos

John & Patricia Galanis 

 Wishing continued success

Stephen & Eleni Griesemer

Maita Houpis
In memory of George E. Houpis
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Cum Laude
 

Cum Laude
$1,000+ $1,000+

Demetrios & Marianthe 
Logothetis

Drs. Tassos & Mary Malliaris

John G. Manos, President

Drs. Chadwick & 
Marilyn Prodromos 

James & Noreen Speros

Cushing & Sandra Titcomb 
 

Theodore Vakrinos & 
Helen Abadzi

Bill J. & Peggy Vranas
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Dean's List
Under $1,000

Tina Lambros Anagnos 
Autoagent Data Solutions, LLC 

Nick & Georgia Blougouras
Mary Charuhas 

Ares & Constandina Dalianis
Yannis Economou
Dr. Sharon Gerstel

Maree Gianitsos
Anastasia Graven

Hon. Peter Karahalios
Maria A. Karamitsos – PMEA Communications LLC

Chris & Alexandra Korbakes
Dean & Maria Lampros

Jim Leberis 
James Markakis 

Georgia S. Mitchell 
Lazaros Nikolaidis

Dean Niforos 
Konstantin Papaxanthis

Lola Payne
Carmen Picarro & Vivian Haritos

John & Debra Prodromos
Taylor Prodromos

Joseph Shannon – Merrill Lynch 
Theodora Souroufis

Rev. & Pres. Joseph Strzelecki
Anastasia Terovolas

William C. Triantafel
Valsamas Law, P.C. 

Elizabeth Ward
Sophia Zervas

 

|  MEDIA SPONSOR  |

We would like to thank Antenna Satellite TV, the #1 Greek TV 

Channel in the US, which is available nationwide through Comcast, 

Dish, Verizon Fios, Sling and many other operators.

|  ALUMNI WEEKEND PARTNERS  | 
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|  IN-KIND TALENT  | 

Tina Manikas – President, FCB/RED | FCB
Lexi Chionis – Senior Producer, 

We Are The Times Agency
Master of Ceremonies – Lou Canellis
Virtual Gala Voice Over – Kiki Vale

Virtual Gala Voice Over – John G. Manos
Virtual Gala Voice Over – Yanni A. Valsamas

Narration Writing Assistance – Cynthia A. Yannias
 – Steven Galanis, CEO & Founder 

Mylos Entertainment – Olympia & DJ Sava 
Teaser ads 2 & 4 Actor – Allison Jenetopulos

Teaser ads 1 & 4 Actor – Fred Frederiksen
Michael Burns, CPA

Christopher Greene 
& Jim Marcus

Lisa Fisher

Fred Frederiksen Nick Hatzopoulos 

On-location filming
avli Restaurant, Chicago

 |  CREATIVE & PRODUCTION PARTNERS  |  |  IN-KIND MEDIA SPONSORS  | 
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A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR 2019 YEAR-END DONORS:

Amazon Smile
Autoagent Data Solution, LLC

Harold & Georgia Anagnos
Andrew Andrews

Arthur Batsidis
Booby’s Restaurant

Robert A. & Violetta Kapsalis Buhler
George Contis

Michael Cosmopoulos
Ares & Constandina Dalianis

Virginia Deliyannis
Evrytanian Association of America

Family House Restaurant & Sports Bar
Facebook 

Thomas Ficho
George Galifianakis
Stergios Gatzoflias

Zisis Gatzoflias
Jordan George

Maree Gianitsos
Kristina Hauptman

Maita Houpis
Constantine Kanellos & Hariklia Karis

Demetri & Debra Katsulis
Hon. Charles P. & Grace L. Kocoras

Cynthia Laris
Jody Maxmin

Tom Metropanopoulos
George S. Mitchell

Elias & Sotiria Moschovis
Mary Orphan

Peter & Penelope Photopoulos
Elaine Picarro

Thomas Poulakidas
Dr. Gregory Prastacos

Rev. & Presv. John Rallis
Elaine Rollins

Photis & Maria Savvides
Athena Sofides

Demetrios Sofides
Nicholas Staviski

Rev. & Pres. Joseph Strzelecki
Viktor Tasho

Tom Tsaganos

SAVE-THE-DATE

AWARDS CEREMONY & GALA

SATURDAY, JUNE 19, 2021

HILTON CHICAGO
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facebook.com/panhellenic

twitter.com/PanHellenicFdn

youtube.com/ThePanhellenic

instagram.com/panhellenicfoundation

 312.357.6432     panhellenicsf.org
 312.872.0090	     info@panhellenicsf.org

PanHellenic Scholarship Foundation
8501 West Higgins Road, Suite 210

Chicago, IL 60631


